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RCKTRLITS NLIEUTUERE 


TO THE 
Wavering or Seduced 


INDEPENDENT 
READER. 


; Deare Brother, 


£« a ya 2. 


2®FHe Learned Doftor 
>) hath preſented a 
F$ large Treatiſe to 
* the view of the 
world , which 
7 roves the Presbyterian Go- 
Arernment DEPENDENT to 
1k. Gods: Ordinance, . and not 


A 5 the 


= THE EPISTLE. 


the Presbyterian Government 
INDEPENDENT, by ſtrong 
Arguments drawn 'from plain 
texts of Scripture. For three| 
Reaſons following I have pre| 
vaild with him that ſome Ob-| 
ſervations gathered our of it, and] 
digeſted into this ſhort Cate, 
chilme, might be publiſhed for] 
thy good. | 
Firſt becauſe thou maiſt, be 
perſwaded thereby . ether -ad| | 
to 'waver, or to he-perfectlyre|. 
formed from that ' daygerow 
eopr;? 7 72H 
Secondly, becauſe ſome hart j 
objected , The Doors Traf | 
tife is tedious , though,” even] 
particular initþbe abſolutely mt 
ceflanſ}; 


THE EPISTLE,' xo 
effary'td' Vindicate Truth frotri 
Error , this Epitome may in- 
vie thee ſcrioufly and ſpeedily 
| read it, thou rmayſt happily 
| fnde' trch  Garisfiftion: to thy 
| ihftable minde init, if' with 
| the mer of Beret AR 47. ”, 
| Thow' fextch 'the Scriptures. "Tf 
aiceties delight thee I refet 'thie 
| t6'the Doots Treatiſe, which 
[i 2 'garden fult of fack flows 
| ets. [ELPAT GTO 
| Thirdly, becauſe thy uncha- 
titable Teachers, not able to 
| juſtifie 'thair fond opinion , yer 
| have unworthily vilified the 
Doors ſound judgement cal- 
ling him Apoſtate , foole, that 
[| he is crazed in his braine, being 
A 3 not 
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vered the miſt of Errour.wherg 
with they have blinded thine, 
and others eyes. Chriſtian ch- 
rity binds me to give him defer. 
ved applauſe, for his Pjous, Lear: 
ned and Charitable worke; tht 


15the prayer of him who wiſh, 
eth thy ſouls good equally with 
his own. , 


Th of: hrs of "40 
, Fobn Bernard, 
ol THO 27 CO0Y ) [6 


not miſled with their. N 1: 
Lights , but hath clearly diſcs 


: 
- 


173". 


thou mayſt be reformed thereby, | 


þ 
; 


/ 


e Indepen- 
dents Catechiſme, upon theſe 
4. Poſitions. 


b firſt part of th 


| 1. T hat there were more 
particular Aſſemblies, and 
[ongregations in the ( burch 
I A than one. 
| 2. That all thoſe ſeve- 
all Congregations made but 
[me Church. 

3+ That all thoſe ſeverall 
longregations were under 


j1e Presbytery. 
Ag 4 That 


_ a—_— 
þ oo % 


4. T hat the Government 
of the(('bureh.of Jeruſalem 
#9:be a pattern of. -(o- 
vernment to all fſucteeding 


Ages. 


. \ , \ 
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8, 
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| /ND ET *XD ENTS 


CA ALECHES ME.. 


Hat, OS 
ment” hath 
Chriſt Ordai- 
ned + in . the 

Church of 7 wang andiinthereſtof 

| the. Pricmaitive , Churches, -.ro. be a 

| patrern nato-.all,, Churches for Go- 

| ernment, DoArine, and manners 
untotheend of the World >-. | 

| -i-Azſp. A; Prebbyterian Gorern- 

| ment, that is, by a;Common-Councell 

| of Presbyrers, (;25 in-tho. Originall ) 
antc:plai ingly of a Religious, grave, 

Gli, learned, and wiſe Councell of di- 

vines and miniſters, as was in the Al- 

ſembly 
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ſembly, A4#. 1. r5.unto whom Chrift 
had given the power ofthe keyes, Mat, 
x8. 16. 17+ 18. That this was the Go- 
vernment eſtabliſhed in rhe Church, 
plainely appeares by theſe texts-of 


Saripture» Aft. I4. 290 AF, 20s. I7, 


28. Tit, 1.5. 17m,5.17. Heb, 12, 
Jo 24+ 1 Pet. 5+» Is 2. 0 7am, To. I4, 
Afi. 15. 6, 22. At. 16.4. Att, 21, 
17. The objections made by the Inde- 


pendent Brethren, concerning the qua- 
lification of the Pxesb: Rn 


ally confuted in the iſe page 
19. tothe 29. Shewning tit there is 
no expeQRation of - miracles in our 
times, though the Apoſtles and Primi 
tive Presbyrers were extraordinarily 


gifred for the confirmation of the truth: 


ofthe Goſpell to all fucceeding/ age? 
Chriſt himſelfe proclaimes rhoſe ble 
fed thar believe without ſeeing of mi- 
racles, oh» 20:29. This qualification 
in the Apoſtles, and primitive Pres 
rers is continued unto the' end of 


mr. wm AAAS Co. C2 a” 


*| 
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World in the'Presbyters and Miniſters 
ofthe Goſpell. Viz. the. power of er- 
&r, and preachings and-the power of 
ſuriſdi&ion, or rulings :; Beeauſe what 
ſever is written, is for-eur inſtru- 
con. F 107 

24887, Were there many; congre- 
rations, and Aſſemblies in the mother 
Church of /e-«ſalem, which inour dia- 
|e&. are called Churches {. or did the 
multitudes of. beleevers- in. Teraſalem 
make but one congregation,asthe Inde- 
pendents ſuppoſe > 45 Y 

Axſw. Theſe plaine texts of Scrip» 
ture following do. cleately; prove that 
the, many ten thouſands, of believers» 
conyerted by 1ob7: B apts, by Chriſt, 
bisApoſtles, the 70. diſciples and the 
reſt of the primitive Presbyters»could 
dever meer together inonete.ar ſcarce- 
lyin 100. congregations to partake of 
all ads of worſhip to .2zdification,. as 
ppeares by che multitude of beleevers 
mentioned, in Mat. 3. To 3b L 6o AMas. 

G ye! 3» 
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12. Luktt6.16. Luke 7, 29. Ioh 
oat. 40. 46: 47- 48-49. 50. Ai. 
5. from the 37. tothe end of the chap 
ter. eAAf 4.4. A8. 5. 14. Af. 613, 
3+ 7. A#.21.20. to ſuppoſe theſe tm], 
titudes could meet in one congregation]; 
ro beedifyed'is not agreeable to ſenſe] 
or reaſon. Becauſe there were abou; 
one hundred preachers, and miniſten 
befides the Apoſtles, 4nd all theſe cot | 
tfinually taken up in pfaying & preadt|* 
ing unto thoſe many ten thouſands 6 
believers diſtributed int6iſeverall c6t | 
gf ations, that poſhbly they mighte] 
" Jifie rheit! preachers being all ſo Gt} 
ployed, they could nor leaverheit alt 
mftry ro ſerve tables, 4 fs 6.2. Thets 
' fore of necelfity ſo many mini 
muſt have ſeveral] places to preach in; 
ard thoſe multitudes of believers bet 
Afributed into ſeveral congregacioh 
places t6 baptize in, other-wiſe rhert 
would have beehe great confuſion. p 
#Þ + of 
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For but one of them could ſpeake ar 
nce to xdification. Theſe are a teſti- 
| monyes of Scripture above cited may 
Monvince the Independents error. 

'| Becauſe they clearely take away the 
'[Foundation of their New-Churches 
| yhich are built upon this miſtake, that 
[there were no more believers in the 
[Church of Teraſalem then could mect 
[in one congregation. 

| Four weake objeRtions to that pur- 

{poſe are punRually confuted by the 

Dr. from page 42. unto the 5 2. page. 
246i, Were nor all thoſe hundred 
| preachers and the many ten thouſands 
of believers ſo ſcattered abroad in the 
perſecution we read of, A. 8. 1. 2. 2. 
That there was lefr no more believers 
in leruſalem then could meec in one 
congregation ? 

Anſs. By that place is meant all the 
preachers, and miniſters onely, excepr 
the Apoftles, as it appeares, AFs 8. 4. 
they * a8 were {cattered abroad, went 
ro 
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to and fro preaching the Word: As fg 
the people, they were many of then t* 
_ caft into priſon,and it is moſt probabk [4 
that the reſt were in their owne houſe, 
there 15 not any mention made of their 
being ſcattered abroad ; if they had|! 
they had no Call to preach ; now the]" 
rex ſairh they did preach rhat were 
ſcatrered abroad. But by their abiding |! 
in /eruſalem the Apoſtles had both er: | 
rerrainment and ſafety, without them 
they could not have ſecurd themfelve 
from the wolves : And the Apoftle 
care was ſuch of feeding the ſheepe of 
Chriſt,thar they continued in 7eruſalen 
to comfort and ſupport the Church 
And refreſh the believers in this heat I 
of perſecution : when they wantedthe 
helpe of their faithfull miniſters, and 
Paſtors. Wn, 

. Dveft. VVho Govern'd, ordered, 
and ruled this Church conſiſting of fo 
many congregations and aſſemblies? 


Arſ», The-Apoſtles and Presbyters 
yl (a3 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
; 
| 
) 
) 
| 
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sin the Originall.) A#. 7. 19. 29. 
10. A. 15. 2+4+ 6.22. Act: 16.45. 
Act. 21-17»18> 25.. And howſoevec 
the Apoſtles in the places above ſpeci- 
fed are differenc'd by that title from 
the Presbyrers, yet in all a&ts of Go- 
ernment performed by them in the 
Church of Jeruſalem, they were for the 
ſubſtance of them ordinary a&ts ſuch as 
Precbyters dayly perform. And there- 


Iforethe Apoſtles are in them to becon- 


{fidered as Presbyters who received the 


power of JuriſdiQtion or ruling, and 
ating as Presbycers were intheir ordi- 
nary employment ; Though at other 
times they uſed Superlative auchority 
$Chriſts extraordinary Ambaſſadowrs 
2Cor. 5.20. Some Impertinent Ca- 
vills about the Apoſtles exerciſing the 
office of Presbyters made by the Inde- 
pendents are clearely taken away by 
the Dr. from pag. 84. unto the: 94. p. 
And leaft any ſhould conceit the A- 
poſtles were not Presbyters, becaule 
by in 
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inthoſe places above it is ſaid the 
poſtles and Presbyrers- making a« 


"% 


finAion beewixe them. The- Apoſil 
Sainr Peter reſolves the doubt, 1 Pal. 
5-1. 2.3. in which place Peter ſtyl 
himfelfe a Presbyter or [Elder ; Inth 
ſecond Epiſtle of /obx ver.r. Saint nh | 
doth ftyle himſelf Presbyter, or Elda | 
ſaying; The Presbyter to the Ela 
L ady. | 
Saint Paul likewiſe ſtyles himſall | 
a Presbyter if you compare « Timepl: 
14. with 2 7:9. 1.6.in which pla 
It is evident rhat Saint Paw! was One! l 
the Presbytery. 
+ Qzue#f. Why do the Independegſ} | 
Brethren conclude every of their cot 
|< 4 particular Church,depat: 
«ding upon no other Church ; either | 
Government, Do@rine, or ' Manes | 
when the whole current of the | 
*tnredoth fo clearly expreſſe the Pro 4 
byterian Government Ordain'd' Ll 
"Chriſt inthe mother Church of Hl 
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{slem muſt be a pattern unto all daugh- 
ter Churches untill the end - of the 
World. 
. Now it hath beene plainly proved 
| that the Church of 7eruſalemconfiſted 
of many congregations, which made 
but one Church, And that one Church 
| diſtributed into thoſe particular aſ- 
ſemblyes, was Governed by a Com- 
| mon-Councell or Presbyrery. The ex- 
| ample of which Church the Indepen- 
dent Brethren pretend to follow. 
1. 4Aa/». The Brethrens Anſwer is ſe- 
| conded .with theſe reaſons. Firſt, be- 
| cauſe their particular Churches have 
for their patterne no leſſe then the 
whole Colledge of the Apoſtles and 
reebyrers, A. 1. 15, Where they 
x ate in councell to chule a diſciple in 
f| the place of 7«4as, the number of th- 
$|,men, not of men and women as in Verſe 
114- being one hundred and twenty. 
| The Independent -Brethren miſtaking 
w\ the members ofthe congregation; who 
B were 


— — —— —_ — — — _ 


——- 


this whole Colledge. of Apoſtles and 
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wete men, and Brethren, verſe 16. af 
nor men Brethrer-atnd Siſters, do per 
emptorily cone!uJe from hence, the 
were 80 more believers in eraſalen, 
then in rhis congregztion z notwith 
ftanding the mvlt irude- rhat believed, 
and were baptized, by Jobx Baptiff, and 


Pregbyters before the Pafſinn off 
Chritt. Secondly, Becauſe their Chur 
ches (though made vp with a rumber 
of women) by imitating the Aſſembly 
of Apoſtles and Presbyrers, every pat 
ticular Church doth thereby gaineth| 
fame Authority which our Sevim 
gave to thewhole Colledge of Apoſile 
Mat, 18.15.16. 17.78. which bein 
extraordinary, and exceeding the te]! 
nure of rhe Scripture to have fo a 
power confered upon a ſmal congrep#[( 
tion, doth declare our Brethren the it] 
dependents to be wiſe above that whid|: 
is written, 1 Cor,4+-6. «nd in knowleag]! 
to reſemble thechildrenof this world 
Ma.16.8, Tis] 


AASA646 AGA6K 


The ſecond part of dis IND e- 

" FENDENTS Catcchiſme, 

- gathered our of the Treatiſe 
upon thele {ix following 
Queres , concerning the ga« 


| cheringof Cnuncus s, 


i. Quere, F Here it is 
commanded 
| in the word 


of God that 

alike Miniſters of the Goſpell ſhallrun 
tour trom rheir owne places, and 
#|Charges co gather believing Chriſtt- 
ans, from 2mongſt believing Chriſtr- 
d]as. i: to their owne [ndependent cott- 
t{yecacions, and debar then from all 


bh church- fellow(hip ; and communica” 
B 3 tion 
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tion with other believers in Gods holy 
Ordinances and Sacraments. And ptt- 
claime, all that are not molded up afte 
this new-modell to be a peop!e out of 
covenant, to-have No right to the ſeals 
of the New-covenant ;' neither the 
nor their children, though believer, 
whether this way: of gathering Chur 
ches was ever heard of before theſe dais 
whetherthis be to (ct up Chriſt as Ki 
upon his throne, to make diviſions 
Sciſmes -in Churches and;among be 
leivers and Brethren, and that updt 
groundleſle pretences. "W l 
2 .Quere. Whether ſg the makin 
any man or woman a ember of the 
Church, it be neceſſary ro the beli 
ing, and being baprized, that tl 
ſhould walke ſome dayes., weeks 
monthes,or yeares with them that 
-may have experience of their converl 


tion before they can be admitted, a 


afrer that a confeflion of their fait 
ſhould-be publikely made before 


c_ . A All. — + ts. th 
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congregation,and the evidences of their- 
{| converſion, as the time wher, the place 
{| where,the occaſion how,theywerecon- 
verted : And if any, either men, or wo- 


| 

| men, ſhall except againſt their evidence 
| that then they are not to be admit- 
| | 
$ 


ted. 
© 3. Quere. Whether for making a- 
ny man a member or an officer of a 
| Church, the conſent of the whole con- 
ation, or the greater part of them 
| befides the Presbyters and Miniſters be 
I requiſite. | 
| 4-Quere, Whether for the admiſſi- 
q onof any one into Church-fellowſhip 
f nd communion a private folemne Co- 
reaant be requiſite or neceſſary for the 
| making any one a member, the regle&t 
or refuſall of the which makes them 
Jj incapable of t heir member-ſhipor ad» 
mifion. | 
5-Qzere. Whether the women and 
people as well as the Presbyrersand 
1 Miniſters have the power of the Keyes. 
1 B-2 And 
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And whether the women have all their 
voices inthe Church, both for ele&ion 
and reprob:tion of members and offi- 
; Cers as well as the men, and whether 
the conſent of all the women, or the 
reateſt parr of them tobe requiſite, 
E the making any one a member of 
officer ? So that if they gainſay it; be 
ing the greater number, or allow of it, 

the moſt voices carry the buſineſle. 
6.Quere. Whether the praQtice 
and preaching of all theſe things, and 
the gathering of Churches after ths 
manner,be to ſet up Chrift as King up- 
on his throne , and wherher Churches 
and afſemblyes thus congregated bethe 
onely true Churches in the which only 
Chriſt rules and reigns as King,and all 
other that are not molded up after this 
faſhion, be notrue congregared Chur 
ches, and in the which Chriſt is not (et 

vp as King upon his throne? 

Que##, Who were commandedby 
Chriſtto preach rhe Goſpell andto 
| propound 
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propound to all Nations the conditi- 
0ns upon which rhey were to be admir- 
ted into his Church; And who were 
toadmir them ? | 

Anſ#, The Apoſtles onely, and 
Presbyters, and Miniſters of rhe Gof- 
pell ; As appeares by Chriits Com- 
miffion given urto them ard his pro- 
miſero be wich them uutill the end of 
the World : Mat. 28.19.20. arke 
16.15.16. AAS 26.15.cothe 20. Vn, 
Here the Commiſhon was onely deli- 
ered to the Apoſtles and the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel! that rhey ſhould 
admit whoſoever bclieved and were 
baptized. 

Queit, Did John Baptiſt or any of 
the primitive Apoſtles, and Miniſters 
ever call for 2 congregation to joyne 
with them in the admirring any mem- 
ber into the Church of Chriſt, or did 
they demand ſuch evidences and quali- 
fications as the Independents do in the 


foregoing Queres? 
'. B 4 Atſw. 
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Amnſw. Their preaching, and praQiiſe | 


in Baptizing,which is admitring men- 
bers ioro the Church of Chrilt, doth 


ſhew plainely they did it by vertueof] 


their Commiſſion, no mention being 
made of a new Church, or congregatt- 
on to have voices with them , or any 0- 


ther conditions to, be required » then | 


Repent, telieve, and be baptized; which 
-is plainely proved : Mat. 3.2.6. Luke 
2-7. Luke 3.29. Joht 3.4. Af. 2.37. 
28.4!. At.8. 36.37.38. 
Qze#fr, Wheredid the Apoſtles and 
- Primitive Presbyters delight to gather 
Churches? 
Anſw. amongh the loſt ſheepedf 
the houſeof /ſrae/, tobring them into 
Chriſts fold; as appeares by Saint 
Paul accompring ir a diſhonour to 
tuild upon another mans Foundation, Rt 
MANS I 5.20. | 
Qzeſf. What command have wo- 
men inthe Church either for preach- 
ing, or giving rheir voices, in the chr 
| | Y 10n 
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{Aion or reprobation of members or of- 
ficers ? 

Anſw. No more command have 
] they for any ſuch practiſe, then by 
S$zint Pazls words is due unto them, 1 
Cor. 14+34+35-26.1 Tim. 2,11.12.i 
both theſe places it is the Apoſtles 
ſpectall care to prevent womens inter- 
medlings in matters of the Church, 
which may for ever filencetheIndepen-- 
dents weake Opinion who tolerate wo- 
mens voicing it in their Churches con- 
trary to the Word of God. 

Quei?, May diverſities of Religions 

be tolerated amongſt Chriſtians, or 
{| were they ever tolerated in the Odor 
New-Teft ament > | | 

Anſw, The praiſe ofthe holy men 
of God ſheweth they may not, and 
their praQtiſe is for our imitarion; 1 
Cor, 10.6.7. Rom. 15.14. Gen. 17.1.2. 
3s Gen.it8.17.18.1g. Fof. 24.14+-I5.16. 
In theſe places ir 1s cleare that A&ra- 
bam, I[aac,1aceb, and 1oſhus ſuffered no 
Idelatry 
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1delatry nor Seas in their families, for 


' this had been to rolerate all Religions 


or to worſhip the true God 1n a falk 
manner, and not to do Juſtice and 
Judgeinent. 

Que#t, Are the examples of the Px 
triarches, Prophers,and Apoſtles, who 
tolerated onely the true Religion ; ot 
the examples of Poland, Trerſyluani 


and Holand, to be followed, whorole | 


rate all Religions? 

Anſw, Saint Paxl will decide the 
controverſie ſufficiently for us, if we 
delight not more in novelties thenin 


the old way preſcribd in the writta| 
Word : Rem. 12.1,2. Phil, 2.15. phil 
4+ $,9- In which places Saint Paul. 


doth declare that we muſt not faſhion 


our felves according 'to this World, 


we muſt not imitate the Saints of God 
intherr failings, and we muſt walkefo 


25 we have him & thereſt of the Saints] 


for an example, Our bleſſed S avi 


Blames the Angell of the Church of Per | 


g 4mm 
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t mes Thyatirae, Laodicea, Revel, 2.12. 
) 1214+ tothe 20. Revel, 3+14>15,16. 
tl ecanſe they tolerated Balagm and Iega- 
i [hell, hewing his great diſpleaſure ag inſt 
them for it ; Now theſe that labour for 
|: toleration of all Religions muſt 
xeds be Luke-warme,ſuch a> God will 
ſpue out of his mouth. 

Queſt, What examples have we in 
| Scripcure for the ſuppreffing of falſe 

_—_ » when they are openly diſco- 
| ered ? 
| A4zſw. The Prophets and Elders of 
tfael in all ages who had the ſword of 
juſtice intheir hands to puniſh all ſe- 
ducers as appeares, 1 Krngs 78. 21, 
Devtr; 12. 1, 2,7,4,5. 1#9ges 6.3 0,31. 
andtheir praRiſe is for our Magiſtrats 
imitation, 1 Cor. 10. 6, 7. Remars 
I5.I14. 

Queſt, What efteeme ought Chri- 
fans ro haveof thoſe Independent mit- 
tifters who inſtead of preaching the 
Word of God, in ſeaſon and out of 

+ ſeaſon, 
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ſexſon to convert ſoules, preach their 
owne traditions and inventions» tode 
ftroy rhoſe precious ſoules which 6 


ther Godly Miniſters have conver | 5 


ted > 
Arſw. Saint Pauls ſentence isof x 


ny ſuch falſe teacher, Let bim Le accar-|! 


ſed, Gal. 1.8,9. Andif we will beliex 
our Saviours words ; Such mens cor 
dition is very dangerous whatſoever 
they may promiſe to themſelves, 41, 
18.6,7. Woe be unts that man Ly whon 
the offence cometh. Now (uch offence 
is come by wandring after the Inde 
pendent Miniſters New-lights, that all 
Godly Miniſters may with Saint Paul 
wiſh they were cut off, who trouble 
the Church, by ſuch groundleſſe pre 
tences. 

And whereas all Godly Presbyter 
and Miniſters, whopreach Chriſt out 
of good will,open the eyes of the blind, 
turne them from darkeneſſe to light; 
and from the power of Satan unto 


Gol 


G 


Catechiſme; 29 


+IGod, ought highly to be Honour'd for 
; [their workes ſake; x Theſſ, 5.13. Tea, 
. | that they deſerve double Honour, 1 Tim, 
|5-17- Yet the ſame Apoſtle doth on 
the contrary give unto all believers a 
| ſpeciall caution To -eware of | falſe 
| teachers Rom, 16, 17,18. (Coloſ]. 2.8. 
1: Epiſtle of Saint /ob7 g, 10,7.verſes) 
| Concluding that they that are ſuch ſerve 
| wt the Lord Teſus Chriſt, but therr owns 

bellies, and with farre ſpeech, and flatter- 
ing decerve the hearts of the ſimple. 
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